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“Blessed is the one that comes in the name of the Lord” Rev. Kevin Omi 
Skyland Community Church      April 5, 2020 
The scripture (Matthew 21:1-11) is at the end of this document. 
 
The crowd that accompanies Jesus as he rides into Jerusalem cries out, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David!”  
 
We hear the word “Hosanna” as being a joyful cry, something like, “Hurray!” We think of the 
arrival of Jesus into Jerusalem being something like the tickertape parade that accompanies a 
sports team after they win a world series. Certainly, in Sunday School, we were taught that 
everyone was happy and excited because Jesus was leading a parade. 
 
But the word Hosanna originally meant “save us!” It was a plea, perhaps even a desperate plea 
from the poor followers of Jesus. They hoped he was the Anointed One, the Messiah, who would 
turn the world upside down. They call Jesus “son of David”, which was code for saying, “here is 
the one who will restore the United Kingdom of Judah and Israel, and cast out all the oppressors 
of the people.” Among them were people with a range of agendas and beliefs. There were 
revolutionaries, people who were prepared to fight to throw off an oppressive system. They were 
thrown off by Jesus’s choice of donkey instead of a stallion, if not a warhorse. After all, what 
kind of a military leader rides a borrowed donkey?  
 
There were people that hoped that Jesus would perform a series of miracles and change the 
system overnight. There were others who deeply believed in his non-violent approach and would 
give their lives if it would advance the cause of peace. There were many people who fully 
believed his message of love and acceptance for all, even enemies. His closest supporters, the 
disciples, both women and men, were there, along with their children. There were those who 
were curious and wondered what, if anything would happen that day. They were onlookers, with 
no particular agenda. Some of the marchers had planned ahead and cut palm branches from 
outside the city walls, like Carol and I did recently before we drove down to Palo to protest a few 
months ao, with our carefully made and polite protest signs. 
 
Notice that there is no description of temple priests or servants from the temple being part of the 
parade. No, they were part of the establishment. The Romans only allowed the temple priests to 
continue what they considered to be a strange religion as long as they, too, helped keep the poor 
people under control. 
 
But who was Jesus really? How did he see himself? 
 
The key line in today’s scripture for me is this: “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” 
 
Jesus never saw himself as a powerful person, at least in the earliest gospels. He never saw 
himself as having magical powers that he could bestow on people. He never intended to create a 
movement. He never wanted or had a church, and certainly never imagined that his life and 
message would be turned into a religion. 
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Jesus never wanted people to point to him as a person of power. He repeatedly redirects people’s 
attention from himself to God. Over and over again he says, “your faith has healed you”. He 
never takes credit for the healing that happens in his presence. For Jesus, healing comes from 
God and the faith of the one being healed. In Mark’s gospel, a man ran up and knelt before him, 
and asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do 
you call me good? No one is good but God alone. Jesus always pointed people back to 
themselves and to the power of God that dwelt within them.  
 
What was important to Jesus?  
In the very next chapter of Matthew’s gospel, we read:  
 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is 
the greatest?’ He said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second 
is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.’ 
This was the essential message of Jesus, nothing else. 
 
In their book, The Last Week, Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan write that there were 
actually two armies entering Jerusalem that day: The first, consisting of Jesus and his ragtag 
followers, entered through one of the gates of the city. The second army was a group of soldiers 
led by Pontius Pilate, through another gate. Pilate was there in person, to make sure things didn’t 
get out of hand during the Jewish celebration of Passover.  
 
Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan describe Pontius Pilate and his army this way: 
 
Visualize a “vast panoply of imperial power: cavalry on horses, foot soldiers, leather armor, 
helmets, weapons, banners, golden eagles mounted on poles, sun glinting on metal and gold. 
Hear these sounds: the marching of feet, the creaking of leather, the clinking of bridles, the 
beating of drums. The swirling of dust. The eyes of the silent onlookers, some curious, some 
awed, some resentful. Pontius Pilate entered Jerusalem as a representative of the Roman “son of 
God”, Lord, and Savior. He came, representing the Roman “prince of peace” and he was going to 
make sure Jerusalem was going to be peaceful for Passover – his life depended upon it. 
 
Jesus' procession proclaimed the kingdom of God; Pilate's proclaimed the power of the Roman 
Empire and Roman imperial theology. The emperor was viewed not simply as the ruler of Rome, 
but the Son of God. The greatest Roman emperor, Augustus, who ruled Rome from 31 BCE to 
14 CE was believed to be the son of the Roman god Apollo and a human woman, Atia. 
Inscriptions referred to Augustus as "son of God," "Lord " and "Savior". He was portrayed as one 
who had brought "peace on earth." Roman propaganda proclaimed this every bit as loudly as 
today’s media tries to convince us of the power, strength, and wisdom of our leaders.  
 
When the followers of Jesus applied these same labels, "son of God," "Lord " and "Savior" to 
Jesus, they did so at great peril to their lives. For the Romans, these were not only theological 
terms that uniquely applied to the emperor, but political terms as well. 
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Two different world views entered Jerusalem that day. The stage was set for conflict, not only 
between these different theologies and armies, but also, between what the Jewish people wanted 
and expected of Jesus, and his understanding of himself as a humble servant of God and 
transformer of consciousness, not just for his followers but of the known world. 
 
Immediately after entering Jerusalem, in fact, in the very next sentence in Matthew’s gospel, 
Jesus takes on the Jewish establishment. He chases out the money changers that made their living 
by converting ordinary currency into the specific currency allowed in the temple. He upsets the 
chairs of the people that sold doves that even the poorest Jews could offer to be sacrificed in the 
temple. By doing so, he becomes a source of danger to the temple priests. The Romans would 
have seen his actions as a demonstration that the priests couldn’t keep a wandering and harmless 
prophet, Jesus, and his followers in line.  
 
Now it’s not just Jesus who is at risk as a nuisance, the entire Jewish establishment is at risk. The 
situation is now locked and loaded. Someone is going to have to sacrificed to return the system 
of oppressor and the oppressed back into balance. We know who it is going to be – the one who 
places a carefully balanced but ruthless system under unbearable pressure. 
 
Who are the players in this system, locked together like the blocks in the kid’s game, Jenga?  

• The mixed bag of the supporters of Jesus, from the revolutionaries to the most devout 
followers of “the way”  

• The temple priests, whose positions of relative safety Jesus has threatened by disrupting 
the temple courtyard.  

• Pontius Pilate, who keeps his position of authority as governor only by keeping the 
people of Idumea, Judea and Samaria under control.  

• The Roman emperor, who won’t hesitate to send in troops if Pilate shows weakness.  
• And at the center, Jesus, who was fully aware of the pressure his entry into Jerusalem 

would create. 
• The situation is like an earthquake fault, under unbearable stress, ready to pop. 
•  

But this drama only makes sense to us because we know what is going to happen during Holy 
Week, and frankly, I cheated a bit by talking about Jesus upsetting the tables of the 
moneychangers. That’s not part of the Palm Sunday at all. 
 
The real lesson of Palm Sunday is to be found by staying within its own context, without looking 
any further down the road. Palm Sunday in and of itself is enough. It is a day of great joy, love, 
and excitement and to look beyond it is a mistake. 
 
This is the same mistake we make when we allow ourselves to drown in the despair of the 
moment, the new coronavirus pandemic. Yes, scary and terrible things are expected to happen, 
just as they will on Good Friday! 
 
 
 



 4 

But we need not, in fact, we must not sacrifice today, this moment, on the altar of an uncertain 
tomorrow.  Jesus himself said, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Can any one of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your life?” 
 
For the followers of Jesus, getting out of the countryside and strolling into Jerusalem was a 
moment of unimaginable triumph. They were “going uptown”, marching down the main street of 
Jerusalem, in their everyday clothes, filled with joy. That’s where their focus was on Palm 
Sunday and that’s where our focus should be here today. 
 
Jesus and his followers were connected. They were on a God high, and they were welcoming 
everyone they saw to join in. In a moment, we are going to share communion today, and we will 
have our own God high – a moment when we join with followers of Jesus across all time and 
places, perhaps made even more poignant because of what is to come. But there I go again, 
betraying Jesus by jumping ahead. Let’s stay right here, in the present moment! If we can’t be 
here, right now, we are of no use to anyone, including ourselves. 
 
On Palm Sunday, Jesus and his followers were making the presence of God manifest by their 
presence, because they showed up, with love and hope in their hearts. So it is for us, right here, 
right now, as we connect with one another and with God. Save us, Holy God, from allowing our 
fears of the future to distract us from the love moving among us right now. Help us to continue to 
take care of our neighbors and those we love. The prince of real and everlasting peace has 
arrived and is with us right now. Thanks be to God! Thank you, Jesus! Come, Holy Spirit, be 
with us now. Amen. 
 
Matthew 21:1-11 
 
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything 
to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took 
place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  
‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and 
put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds 
were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 


