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                                  Minutes of the Skyland Church Annual Meeting 

                                                         January 29, 2017 

Call to Order: Moderator Marcia Rollins called the meeting to order at 1:45.                                                                                                                    
Opening Prayer: The Reverend Stephen Glauz-Todrank opened the meeting with prayer.                                                                                                                        
Quorum Check: Twenty six members were in attendance satisfying the requirement of twenty 
five for a quorum.                                                                                                                               
Approval of Budget Meeting Minutes: Minutes for the Budget Meeting, held June 12, 2016, 
were approved as written.                                                                                                                   
Approval of Annual Report: The 2016 Annual Report was approved as written.                                                                                                      
Treasurer’s Report: Gerry Alonzo reviewed the year-to-date financials using a two-page 
spreadsheet that gave details for all accounts. The income and expenditures were shown to be 
running very close to budget for this half of the fiscal year.                                                                                                            
Nominations and Elections: The proposed Slate of Officers for 2017 was presented to the 
congregation. John Gaffney asked that his name be removed from the Communications 
Committee. Several members volunteered to fill vacancies on the Music and Arts and the 
Communication Committees as follows:                                                                                                                        
Music and Arts,     Class of 2018, Linda Heyes and Paula Leary                                         
                     Class of 2017, Jeremy Cole                                                                                                            
Communications,  Class of 2019, Cliff Barney                                                                                                                            
All nominations were accepted and the slate was elected unanimously.                                                                                           
By-law Change: Anne Evans, having met the requirements for early posting of all changes, 
moved that the By-laws governing the Board of Religious Education be amended to provide for 
a six member board with members elected for a two year term, rather than nine members each 
elected for a three year term. The change also included the provision that the Chairman of the 
Board serve as Church School Superintendent when that position is open. The motion was 
passed unanimously.                                                                                                .        
Announcements: The Moderator announced that the Site Committee would hold an all- day 
meeting with architect Bob Theis on February 18 beginning at 10: 00am. 

Larry Lopp commented favorably about the By-law change to adjust the size of the Board of 
Religious Education to better meet current conditions. He also suggested that perhaps the 
Council should discuss the need for updating other By-laws. 

Rev. Stephen Glauz-Todrank thanked Marcia Rollins for her excellent, and kind, leadership over 
the last two years.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:30. 

Meeting minutes submitted by Don Law 



Minutes of the Skyland Church Annual Budget Meeting on June 12, 2017 

Call to Order: Deana Arnold called the meeting to order at noon. A count of members present revealed that the 
group represented a quorum.  

Opening Prayer: Stephen opened the meeting with a prayer. 

Treasurer’s Report: Gerry provided and reviewed a spreadsheet of the Proposed Financial Plan for the 2017 / 
2018 fiscal year. Spreadsheets were also provided for additional details of the proposed budget, the Financial & 
Loss Financial Plan performance for the last fiscal year through the end of May, and the Balance Sheet as of 
May 31, 2017. The biggest change from the 2016 / 2017 year is a reduction in the expected revenue from the 
Harvest Festival. A narrative budget for the 2017 / 2018 year was also presented. A motion was made and 
seconded to approve the proposed budget, and the membership voted to support the motion with no objections.  

Harvest Festival Discussion: Renee Pressler presented her ideas for Harvest Festival. Discussion ensued. It 
was determined that a survey of the membership would be helpful in determining what parts of Harvest Festival 
should be maintained and what changes would be welcome. Deana volunteered to design and distribute the 
survey. A follow-up meeting would also be scheduled for all interested parties to discuss the survey results and 
develop recommendations for the church council to consider at their next meeting. 

Site Planning: Marcia Rollins presented the list of priorities developed by the site planning committee for 
improving the church property.  

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 1:17 p.m.  

Meeting minutes taken by John Hultgren and summarized by Deana Arnold.		
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TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 2017 CALENDAR YEAR 
 
Thanks to your generous financial and personal support Skyland Church 
continues its generous mission outreach. 
$24,717 distributed to local and general mission outreach. 
$16,947 was given as Our Share to Northern Calif. Nevada Conf. UCC. 
$41,664 is our total mission outreach. 
 
Our Open House, alias Mini-Harvest Festival, resulted in donations of 
$3,020. Thanks to all for making this a fun event. 
 
Due to changing tax laws for 2018, several members made lump sum 
donations to complete their 2017-2018 pledge. After several fruitless 
attempts to adjust expected pledge donations at end of 2017 based on 
individual donation, I finally made expected = actual pledge 
donations of $94,330 at December 31. The remaining committed pledges 
of $38,849 will be allocated over the next 5 months based partially 
on previous trends. 
 
Offerings received continue below our financial plan expectation by 
$-5,662 total for these 7 months. Offerings are donations from 
members and visitors who have not made a pledge. Our financial 
planning was over optimistic on this item. 
 
An unexpected decrease in medical expenses for Stephen and Carolyn 
has occurred due to Medicare being their principal insurance 
provider. As a result, medical insurance will be reduced by about 
$9,000. This reduction plus increased value of our operating 
investments plus year-end gifts of $5,500 is anticipated to eliminate 
the planned $6,618 deficit and offset our reduced income due to the 
Harvest Festival sabbatical. 
 
A special $5,000 donation was received to support our Re-Visioning 
endeavor. 
 
Following is a quick summary of our finances at the start and end of 
2017 and the June 1 start of our current 17/18 fiscal year. 
 

Year 2017 January 1 June 1 December 31 
General fund including Surplus 15,609 9,689  15,835 
Special Funds 185,341 195,532 214,956 
Total Assets 200,950 205,221 230,792 
    
Earthquake rebuild loan 9,670 8,258 6,248 
 
Change in assets from Jan 1,2017 to Dec 31,2017 is $29,842. 
 
A summary of our 2017 June through December income and disbursements 
along with year-to-date and annual budget is presented on the next 
page. Our special fund balances are shown on the succeeding page.  

 
Gerald J. Alonzo 
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AUDITOR 
 
I have reviewed the Skyland Church financial records, for the fiscal year 
2016/2017. I determined that the financial report issued to the congregation by 
the Treasurer for the period June 2016 to May 2017 accurately reflected the 
assets and the transactions for the year.  
 
Furthermore, I reviewed the reports through November 2017 and reconciled the 
checks and deposits to the beginning of December. 
 
I would again like to take this time to thank Gerry Alonzo and Jan Swayne for all 
their hard work in collecting, banking, dispersing member statements, recording 
and keeping track of all the money required to run the church. This job has been 
continually done smoothly, accurately, and quietly.  
 
Laurence H Cooke 
 
Auditor 



 

 

Minister’s Report   2017  Rev Stephen Glauz-Todrank 
 

 2017 was an eventful year in our community and at Skyland Church. The epic winter 
storms caused road closures for several months and my driveway washed out causing Carolyn 
and me to have to hike up and down our driveway for six months.  
 In spite of all that we had an eventful year at the church. Our seminary student, Chelsea 
Page was with us until May. One of the highlights of her time with us was her leadership of our 
discussion on White Privilege using a United Church of Christ curriculum. We shared 
meaningful conversations that spoke to our souls as well as minds and hearts.  
 After the storms, we continued our discussions on Site Planning including meeting again 
with architect, Bob Theis, to explore how to make the best use of our buildings and grounds. 
While this discussion is ongoing, the Trustees have sponsored tree trimming and painting that 
make our church look the best I have ever seen it.  
 In the Spring and early Summer, as I was heading into a sabbatical, we decided to take 
a sabbatical from the Harvest Festival, but a small, very dedicated group decided to put on an 
Open House on the third Saturday of September, similar enough to the festival that it energized 
the people who wanted to work on it while not being a drain for those who were ready for a 
break. What will happen in 2018??? Stay tuned to find out. 
 I was delighted to officiate at the weddings of two women who grew up in our church: 
Lea Fairweather and Kacie Clark. It is a special joy of clergy who stay in the same place for a 
long while to share in adult life passages with people who once came up for words for children 
time years ago. 
 This fall we shared in the sad events of John Gaffney’s illness and death. John was truly 
beloved by all of us and we continue to mourn his death and seek to support his wife, Jackie, in 
this sad time. Thinking of joyous times such as weddings and sad times of loss we hope and 
pray that our joys are enhanced and our sorrows mitigated by the love that binds us together in 
spiritual community.  
 One of our ongoing projects has been sharing events with our sister UCC churches in 
Santa Cruz county, La Selva Beach and Peace UCC. In October, all three churches participated 
in a retreat day at La Selva led by Rev Deborah Streeter called “Ocean Pilgrimage”. That was a 
lovely day. 
 We have been discussing ways to revitalize our church during the year and are currently 
considering a program called ReVision which seeks to help churches discover and implement 
their calls to serve in the community. As the year ends, we are still uncertain about whether to 
adopt this program or to look elsewhere. Stay tuned again. 
 Also at the end of the year we hit a giving milestone. Church World Service which is the 
organization that provides blankets and other basic items to people around the world who are 
victims of natural disasters let us know that we were less than $2000. away from having given 
$50,000. since 1982. This years’ Blanket Sunday offering put us over the top! Congratulations to 
all who have contributed to this program over these many years! 
 As we move into a new year I feel so grateful to be your minister and I look forward to a 
productive and meaningful year ahead. 
 
 
With thanks to all of you, 
Stephen  



Moderator’s Report for 2017 
 

Last year brought many changes and discussions about the path ahead.  
 
Papers were filed to merge the corner lot donated by the Wicht family with the church lot. 
Merging the two lots allows improvements that extend over the property line to be done 
with a single permit from the county, rather than having to get one permit for each lot.   
 
The council had many discussions about the vitality and future of our church. A survey 
sent to the membership indicated that we should work on a common sense of mission, 
meaningful church activities, doing better at welcoming new visitors, and managing 
disagreements respectfully. On April 2, Associate Conference Minister Daniel Ross 
Jones led the church service and an after-worship discussion on church vitality. He 
suggested the reVision process developed by the Center for Progressive Renewal, so 
the council began to investigate the program to see if it might be a good fit. 
 
After an initial investigation found the program to be worthwhile, information was sent to 
the membership to see if there would be enough interest in the program to enroll our 
church. Basic information was provided to the congregation by email and a video-
conference was held in lower Whitaker on October 8. Notes from that meeting were 
distributed via email so those who could not attend would also have the information. In 
early November, we found out that our UCC conference was planning to license the 
reVision program and undergo training so conference ministers could coach local 
congregations directly. Given our great relationship with our conference ministers and 
the opportunity to have coaches come to the church, rather than having all the coaching 
happen online, the council decided to redirect our efforts toward the UCC program and 
wait until the conference ministers were trained before asking the congregation to make 
a decision on the reVision program. In addition, working with our conference reduces 
the cost of the program by twenty percent to $4000, which has already been generously 
donated by an anonymous donor. On January 14, Conference Minister Diane Weible 
preached and conducted an informational session on the reVision program. The 
congregation has not yet made a decision on whether to go forward with the program. 
 
In the spring, the Council conducted its annual pledge drive, during which Gerry Alonzo 
and Christina Schwabecher spoke about what it means to them to be members of 
Skyland Church. In May, Skyland Church fondly bid farewell to our intern, Chelsea Page. 
She was a wonderful addition to our community and is missed. 
 
The church council also tried something new with the annual financial plan based on a 
recommendation from Chelsea. A “narrative budget” was created that clarified the 
projects to be supported by the funds requested for each board or committee. Both the 
narrative and spreadsheet forms of the proposed financial plan for 2017-2018 were 
provided and discussed at the Congregational Meeting on June 11. 
 



The biggest change was a sabbatical from the traditional Harvest Festival. The church 
council spent much time discussing our annual event, and trying to imagine how to 
make it more fun, more appealing to the community, and less demanding of members’ 
time. Council members were asked to bring information from the committees or boards 
they represent. A survey was sent to the membership to determine what aspects of 
Harvest Festival make it special, with the top three being the sense of community, doing 
things together, and helping others. The survey was discussed in a group open to all 
members after church, and the recommendation from that meeting was that the council 
take a sabbatical from the event for one year. The council accepted that recommenda- 
tion, but also invited any members or friends of Skyland Church to plan an event on 
September 16, if they were inspired to do so. A group of volunteers led by Shannon 
Edwards planned an “open house” that included a lunch, children’s activities, sales of 
baked goods, books, jewelry, clothes and household items, and an open sanctuary for 
quiet reflection or prayers. It was a fun day with many visitors from the community. 
Although not planned as a money-maker, about $3000 was raised and several charities 
gratefully received the remaining items. 
 
Another possible change being explored is an update to our website. Stephen was 
contacted by a minister who helps churches with website design and maintenance. We 
are considering a small, inexpensive project to add a calendar to our current website. If 
that is successful, we may consider additional updates in the future. 
 
The council is also considering changes to the slate for the various church boards and 
committees. Currently, some terms are two years and others are three years, so one 
change for this year is to make them all two-year terms. In addition, the activities of 
some of these groups have changed since they were first established. For example, the 
Board of Music and Arts primarily carries out short-term projects, such as the wonderful 
concert last fall. It may make more sense to have such projects done by ad-hoc 
committees rather than by a standing committee or board. This would also make the 
slate easier to fill for those boards and committees that have ongoing work, such as the 
Deacons and Trustees. The Council will discuss these temporary changes to the slate 
at the annual meeting, with this year serving as a test to see how such changes might 
work in practice. An amendment to the bylaws may be proposed at the 2019 annual 
meeting, depending on how well the changes work.  
 
In August, our church again participated in the Mountain Residents Night Out. Several 
members hosted our table and shared information about the church. A new poster 
board with photographs and descriptions of some of our mission activities was 
presented. It was a nice opportunity to meet and talk with our mountain community. 
 
In 2018, the church will continue to look at ways to build vitality in our church community. 
 
In love and peace, 
 Deana Arnold	



Skyland  Community  Church  

Trustees  Report  2017 

This year was a busy year for the Trustees completing several projects and keeping up with 
maintaining our buildings and property.  Additional tree trimming was completed and a tree 
stump and roots were ground up.   These roots were cracking the asphalt and making it a trip 
hazard.  The asphalt has been patched that was cut away to gain access to the roots.  It may need 
asphalt sealer in 2018.  We attempted to combine the corner property with Skyland Church 
property into a single parcel at SC County, but there was a technical problem with different 
names on the property titles. Our registered name on the main property is “Skyland Community 
Congregational Church” but the corner property had “Skyland Community Church” on the title.  
At the time of writing this report I am unable to confirm if this has been fixed or not.  This will 
be addressed in 2018.  There was a shorted wire in one of the furnaces that was fixed by a LG 
HVAC company.  Three of the round fluorescent kitchen ceiling lights were not working and 
LED replacement fixtures were obtained and all nine lights were replaced in the kitchen and 
chair storage area.  The fluorescent bulb above the altar was replaced with a LED bulb.  New 
labels were installed on the kitchen oven.  The shed door rollers were greased to keep the roll up 
door operational.  The wires in the closet that operated the electric door opener were broken so a 
new switch with a lock box was installed on the outside of the shed.  The lighting in upper 
Whitaker Hall was upgraded to brighter LED bulbs that were also dimmable.  Dimmers were 
installed to take advantage of this feature.  Fire extinguishers and Emergency Exit signs 
continue to be checked on a monthly basis, one battery was found defective & will be replaced.  
Arrangements were made with Southbay Towing in Los Gatos that is a tow company that can 
perform “private property towing”.  This was necessary due to random people were parking 
and/or sleeping in our parking lot.  There is no cost to the church for this service.  There are 3 
church members that are authorized to call the tow company to report a vehicle that shouldn’t be 
on our property and they are Brian, Paula, & Gerald.  The bell tower door was not closing and 
was fixed.  The gas cap on the leaf blower was broken and new cap was obtained and installed.  
Several work parties were held to spread the wood chips all around the corner property.  Two 
tall back chairs at the front of the sanctuary had new springs installed and new padding and were 
re-upholstered with the same fabric as the church pews.  The upholstery shop in Soquel did a 
really nice job.  A screen was missing at Whitaker Hall so a replacement was obtained and 
installed.  Joan Law has been working with Brian on plans for the women's restroom update.   
She is getting closer to a final list of recommendations for this project.  Trustees will need to 
review & discuss the list to see what we can do & what needs to be hired out.    

Many thanks to Paula for her assistance as Co-Chair of the Trustees this year. 

Respectfully, 

Brian Wood  Paula Leary 

Trustees Chair Trustees Co-Chair 



                                 2017 Deacons Annual Report 

The deacons began 2017 by hosting coffee hours in January and February, while 
attending to usual worship responsibilities. In March, we hosted a showing of the 
film, The Pursuit of Happiness, with discussion afterwards, and in April, the annual 
Maundy Thursday soup supper followed by the service of Tenebrae. 

During these early months, a small group of us continued to meet with Chelsea Page, 
our seminary intern, serving as her teaching parish committee. In May, we joined the 
whole church in blessing Chelsea on her way, honoring her with cake, cards, and a 
cozy prayer shawl.  June was another month of thanksgiving, as we celebrated 
Stephen's 65th birthday with fellowship, gifts, and yes, another yummy cake.   

In July the deacons, with MNHN, Mountain Bible, and Christ Child, helped 
coordinate and deliver meals to training crews providing tree trimming instruction to 
residents affected by the Loma fire. During Stephen's sabbatical in July and August, the 
deacons continued usual worship duties and warmly welcomed guest preachers.  

In the fall, we discussed hosting a reading group in early 2018, with Stephen suggesting 
three books, which focus on the inner experience of God's kingdom. Stay tuned! 

The deacons decorated the sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas seasons, adorning 
windows and decorating a beautiful tree provided by Don and Joan Law. The deacons 
also provided and decorated a tree in Whitaker Hall. 

In December, we hosted coffee hours once again, while discussing a plan to spread 
coffee hour responsibility among all church members in the coming year.   

The cherished candlelight service on Christmas Eve was another special service for 
which the deacons prepared, serving as readers and ushers.  

Throughout the year the deacons arrange for liturgists, Communion servers, and greeters, 
prepare the altar, and provide Communion elements. We provide gifts for the minister 
and others at special times. Working with Stephen, the deacons continue to discern how 
best to support and enhance the worship life of the church. We look forward to another 
satisfying year of worshiping and working together. 

On behalf of the board of Deacons, 

 Julie Victorine 



Skyland	Church,	Board	of	Religious	Education	2017	
	

Members:		Cheryl	Shyba,	Patricia	Woods,	Dorince	Piraino-Sharp,	and	Sherrie	
Starkie	
	
The	Board	of	Religious	Education	continued	with	Exploring	the	Holy	Land,	Ahlan	
wa	Sahlan,	curriculum	for	the	Winter	and	Spring	of	2017.		Lessons	#6-10	were	
taught	when	children	were	in	attendance.		Unfortunately,	youth	attendance	was	
scarce.			
	
The	board	met	in	early	spring	and	cancelled	weekly	Sunday	school	due	to	low	
attendance.	In	the	future,	children	will	remain	in	church.		Baskets	with	new	art	
supplies,	books,	and	quiet	manipulatives	were	filled	and	placed	in	front	pews	for	
children.		The	board	will	restock	the	baskets	as	needed.	
	
The	board	hosted	the	Easter	egg	hunt,	which	was	very	successful.		Members	along	
with	youth	volunteers	filled	baskets	of	eggs	with	candies	and	treats.		Skyland	
youth	and	visiting	children	participated	in	the	hunt.			Because	of	rain,	the	Easter	
egg	hunt	was	held	before	church	and	most	adults	came	out	to	enjoy	the	fun.	
	
The	Board	also	coordinated	the	Fourth	of	July	picnic.		Members	supplied	ice	
cream	and	toppings	for	the	Sundays	and	condiments	for	the	barbeque.	
	
The	annual	Christmas	Pageant	was	held	in	Whittaker	Hall	due	to	a	power	outage.		
Patricia	Wood	narrated.		We	had	10	youth	volunteers	and	a	number	of	adults	
chose	to	participate	as	well.	We	had	to	improvise	for	some	props.		The	baby	Jesus	
had	a	box	rather	than	the	cradle.	The	pageant	was	enjoyed	by	all.	
		
	
	
Sincerely,	
	
Cheryl	Shyba,	Chair	Religious	Ed	Board		

	



Missions Board Annual Report – 2017 
 

The Board remains committed to raising funds for worthy programs and to assisting 
families in need. In 2017, these efforts included helping communities in the North Bay 
who suffered so much loss during the terrible fires. The Board greatly appreciates the 
generous individuals who, through Skyland endeavors and their own projects, have 
combatted hunger, poverty, and deprivation locally and across the world. 
At Easter, we donated $2,106 to One Great Hour of Sharing. Globally, these funds 
facilitate hunger- and disaster-relief and sustain water projects. 
Near the end of the school year, we collected books from local families for another 
African Library Project. After the sorting and packing were complete, we shipped 1,459 
books and various school supplies to the Makorki Agricultural Islamic Secondary School 
in Sierra Leone. The boxes also contained letters and pictures from local children and 
adults for the students who will benefit from the books.  

The Board has continued its long-standing support of overseas students. A special 
collection, scheduled for January 21st, 2018, will contribute to the tuition of two 
technical students in India, three high-school students in Fiji, a middle-schooler in 
Guatemala, and a student in Tanzania. 

Our Heifer tube filled up regularly in 2017. In all, we raised $133 for the Heifer Project’s 
small animal program. 

Skyland Church was also active closer to home. Bags of clothing, along with food and 
toiletries, were delivered to the Davenport Resource Service Center on three separate 
occasions.  
In-kind donations totaling $551 helped to keep our food pantry well stocked. 

Between October and early December, Skyland Church reached out to support victims of 
the fires in the North Bay. In addition to cash donations totalling $5,854, our 
congregation had a warm-clothing drive that produced several large bags of jackets, 
sweaters, scarves, and gloves. These items were delivered to First Congregational Church 
of Sonoma, which then distributed the clothing to local families in need. 
The annual Giving Tree program, sponsored by the Women’s Group, raised $2,025 to 
buy Christmas gifts for needy local families. 
Missions outreach for 2017 totaled $34,191, an increase of almost 22% from 2016. The 
sum includes our budgeted contribution of $16,947 to the Northern California Nevda 
Conference, UCC. 

 
Report submitted by John Heyes 

 
 
 
 



                 Skyland Church Women's Group 2017-2018 
 
Sunday, October 1: Discussion Topic: “Loving Kindness in Stressful Times” Leader: 
Marina Barnes. Whitaker Hall 12 - 1:30 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, November 14:  
Business: Giving Tree and Christmas Potluck, 10:30 - 11 a.m. 
Discussion Topic: “Seasons of the Church: Advent, Christmas and Epiphany” 10:30 
a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
Leader: Shannon Edwards: 25690 Adams Road, Los Gatos, CA. #353-2710 
 
Sunday, December 3 - Advent begins 
Sunday, December 10 - Giving Tree 
Sunday, December 17 - Pageant and Potluck (Women's Group Hosts) 
Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 
 
Tuesday, January 9: 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Business: Spaghetti Dinner logistics  
Discussion topic: “Helping in a Crisis: Limitations & Opportunities” 
Leader: Carol Carre in Whitaker Hall, Skyland Church 
Discussion Leaders: Shannon Edwards & Anne Evans 
 
Friday, January 26: Spaghetti Dinner 
 
Wednesday, February 14: Valentine's Day & Lent Begins 
 
Sunday, February 25:  
Discussion Topic: “Finding Inspiration and Creativity: Where the Divine and the 
Human meet” 
Discussion: based on the book "Creativity" by Matthew Fox, ex-communicated Catholic 
Priest; lower Whitaker Hall, 12 - 1:30 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, March 1:  
Business: Easter preparations and retreat Planning 
Discussion Topic: “Bad Girls of the Bible & What we can learn from them”  
Discussion: based on the book "Bad Girls of the Bible" by Liz Curtis Higgs 
Leader: Linda Heyes, Whitaker Hall 10:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
 
Thursday, March 29: Maundy Thursday Soup Supper at Skyland Church 6 p.m. 
 
Sunday, April 1: Easter: Potluck (Women's Group hosts) 
 
Saturday, April 14 Women’s Retreat: “Creating Joy from Adversity” 
based on The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World by the Dalai Lama & 
Desmond Tutu, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, May 8: Business: reflection on the year & planning for 2018-19 



ANNUAL	REPORT	ENDOWMENT	COMMITTEE-2017	

The	money	in	the	Endowment	Fund	is	fully	invested	in	Vanguard	index	funds,	
70.2%	in	a	fund	that	tracks	the	S&P	500,	and	29.8%	in	a	fund	that	tracks	short	

term	investment	grade	bonds.	During	the	year	the	stock	fund	increased	by	21.8%	

and	the	bond	fund	increased	by	1.1%.	

There	were	no	withdrawals	from	these	funds	in	2017.	The	Skyland	charitable	

endowment	was	valued	at	$53,156		year	end	2017	compared	to	$46,297	at	year	

end	2016.	



Site Planning Committee Report for 2017 
 
The highlight of the year for the Site Planning Committee was a day-long 
planning session with architect BobTheis, on March 13.  In preparation for the 
event, Bob asked the committee to consider what were our dreams and concerns 
for the planning process, as well as our five most central variables that will 
determine what the church will do. Our list of variables were funding, time, 
access, spiritual peace/tranquility, and elevations. Our dreams for and concerns 
about the church included quiet spaces for reflection, more use by the community, 
beautification, better accommodations for events, comfortable place for outdoor 
services, better access to lower Whitaker, and a trail through the corner property 
for walkers/joggers.  
 
At our meeting with Bob we began with a discussion of our dreams for the 
property and then toured the site to discuss various areas.  Some of the more 
practical ideas that emerged were to move the utilities to a different location, re-
build the shed, address drainage issues, and improve parking capacity. Other 
ideas discussed were to establish an area for meditation, a possible future 
outdoor amphitheater space for worship, and construction of a walking trail 
around the property. A very comprehensive report of the day’s discussions was 
published in the June Newsletter.   
 
Although many of the committee’s ideas address practical use of our site, we 
also are aware that the way we configure our property will be an important 
consideration during Skyland’s re-visioning process. Going forward into 2018, the 
committee expects it’s work to be informed by the projects developed by the re-
visioning groups. 
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(Glenda McCalla) Nancy Jo Lopp Nomination Slate 2018

Cliff Barney Approved
Marcia Rollins Jan. 28, 2018

*(Paula Leary) Larry Cooke
(Randy McCalla) Carol Carre

(Lou McTamaney) (Bruce Victorine)
(Mike Mahrle) (Hugh Shyba)

(Shannon Edwards) Jeremy Cole Notation Key
(Leslie Meehan) Saundra Hand (Name)

Harold Hoyt Cindy Siwajek indicates second term
*Name

Patricia Wood Linda Heyes Indicates Chairperson

Jan Parker (Dorice Piraino) Name 
Bold indicates

ON Ballot this year
*(Anne Evans) Larry Cooke Blank box

( Ruth Dawkins) Bruce Victorine Position not filled

Endowment Mgt. (Al Feuerbach) Brian Wood Larry Lopp created 11/30/17

Last revised Jan. 28, 2018

Communications (Larry Lopp) Cliff Barney
Systems (Brian Wood)

Paula Leary
Linda Heyes
(Christina Schwabecher)

Council voted to suspend bylaws for 1 year, changing terms of office for all Boards and 
Committees to 2 years and leave position vacant if unable to find volunteer to fill a position. This 
will be a 1 year experiment. Prior to January 2019 Congregational meeting a decision will be 
made whether to propose a bylaw revision to implement this change.

Skyland Community Church Organization
to be voted at January 28, 2018 Congregational Meeting

Music & Arts

Pastoral Relations

Board of Deacons

Board of Trustees

Board of Missions

Religious Education


