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Turn and Face the Change 
For Skyland Community Church – June 21 

Matthew 10:24-39 
 

Good morning church!!  

Words of greeting: Happy Father’s Day 

As many of you remember, I met the Skyland community in the late summer of 

2018. You were in a transition period – in between your longtime settled minster 

and your incoming intentional interim minister, dealing with loss and lots of 

change. And, you asked to use my time with you that summer focusing on grief, 

loss and transition. And I was excited for you, not because you were grieving and 

experiencing loss, but because you were willing deal with these changes head on. 

And when we can grieve with intention and face changes head on, even when they 

are hard, even when they are painful, we can transform, and when we transform, 

we are able to shed all of the things and ways of being that no longer serve us, or 

serve God. We can grow into who God is calling us to be. Brilliant American 

author, poet and essayist James Baldwin said, “Not everything that is faced can be 

changed. But nothing can be changed until it is faced.” So, as you have come 

through this time of transition, Skyland friends, maybe not everything that needed 

changing has changed, or maybe things don’t look like you thought they would, for 

example, we’re all on zoom and we probably did not anticipate this as a potential 

outcome. But when I left you in Pastor Kevin’s hands in Sept. of 2018, you had 
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already bitten off a pretty big chunk of the work of transforming your church into 

what it would need to become in the wake of all that had changed. I just want to lift 

that up and commend the work you have done in the interim time. I want you all to 

look around at the squares on your screen and take a moment to appreciate one 

another. It’s the zoom version of when I used to say ‘turn to you neighbor and say I 

appreciate you.’ 

Some you may remember the first Sunday I was with you I preached from the 

Beatitudes in Matthew chapter 5. The Beatitudes are words of comfort from Jesus to 

a community of people living under occupation; people who longed to hear and 

know about a God who loved them even when their Roman oppressors did not – 

even when political and economic oppression and military violence made life hard. 

Jesus said to those people,  

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled.  

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
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10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  

Jesus spoke words of comfort to a traumatized people – that when the people long 

for better circumstances, when the people hurt, when the people cry out, God is there. 

 

And during that first sermon with you all, I talked to you about the importance of 

being present to what is even if it’s the sadness and confusion of grief. And that is 

what you did with me for the 7 weeks that I was with. Then, you got to work with 

Pastor Kevin and now you’re 2 weeks from getting a brand-new pastor and 

beginning a new leg of your journey together as a community of faith. It probably 

wasn’t always easy. It probably wasn’t always fun. Probably there was more grief 

to process during the interim time. I’m sure there were a lot of decisions to make and 

a lot of coming to terms with change that had happened and change that was coming. 

And, now, of course there’s the pandemic, which is whole other layer of change. But 

you did it. You faced the changes, and because you faced the changes, you have been 

able to move forward with intentionality and stay present. Change is going to come 

whether we face it or not, whether we stay present and intentional or not, so better 

ride the wave than get washed up on the shores of change wondering what just 

happened. That is what you’ve done, Skyland friends; you stayed present to what is 

and God stayed with you.  
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Today’s scripture passage is also from Matthew. But we’ve moved ahead to chapter 

10 and many things have happened since chapter 5. We drop into the story as Jesus 

begins to give another speech. This time, however, his words are not quite as 

comforting. The passage we read today is the second part of what is known as the 

Missionary Discourse, where, in essence, Jesus gives instructions to the disciples 

and warns them of the possible perils of carrying out and proclaiming the work of 

the gospel. In the verses prior to those we read this morning Jesus tells the disciples 

to go out without any money or even extra clothes and to rely on the kindness of 

strangers and, ultimately on God. He warns the disciples that they will be persecuted, 

arrested and dragged into the courts on account of the gospel. But he tells them not 

to worry about it. He’s always saying stuff like that. Don’t worry about something 

that is very worrisome; don’t be afraid of something that is very scary. That’s our 

Jesus. 

 

And in today’s verses Jesus also speaks of persecution and he speaks of trouble; of 

families turning on each other, man against father, daughter against mother, 

daughter-in-law against mother-in-law would turn on each other and whoever loved 

family more than they love Jesus was not worthy, which seems really problematic 

for many reasons. But in the context of Matthew the patriarchal household structure 
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was part a parcel to the Greco-Roman culture. So, any departure from devotion to 

these culturally Roman norms was a departure from devotion to Rome and to Caesar. 

Devotion to Jesus, was, in essence, treasonous, so I cannot help but to wonder if 

families turning on each other was not actually family members turning each other 

in Roman authorities. I cannot help but to wonder if when Jesus says “I have not 

come to bring peace, but a sword” that maybe what Jesus really did was to expose 

the sword that was already there. Jesus and his disciples proclaimed a gospel of love 

and liberation under the nose of Rome’s violent and controlling governance. They 

proclaimed a gospel of love and liberation even while many of their own religious 

leaders desperately tried to maintain the status quo for fear that Rome would scatter 

their people and destroy their temple, which they did. The gospel proclamation 

exposed the violence that was already waiting to happen. Kind of like saying Black 

Lives Matter is a nation built on white supremacy. It doesn’t bring the violence; it 

just uncovers it. 

 

In today’s verses Jesus tells us not to be afraid because nothing that is covered up 

will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known – because 

what is said in the dark will be told in the light and what is whispered will be shouted 

from the rooftops. I cannot help but to wonder and to imagine if this gospel 

proclamation that uncovers violence that is always already here- if this gospel 
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proclamation contains a freedom and a joy both eschatological but also right now. 

In other words, this freedom and joy was a prophesy unfolding right into the terror 

that opposed it? This freedom and joy is so threatening to oppressive powers 

because, as Queer Black poet and prophet, Xan West says, this freedom and joy 

contains the coordinates to our liberation.  

 

I think that if this kind of freedom and joy were being proclaimed today, it might 

inspire historically oppressed, marginalized and brutalized people to topple down 

statues of genocidal slaveowners and murdering colonizers. It might inspire huge 

swaths of the population to demand racial justice and equity and an end to the 

extrajudicial executions and vigilante killings of Black citizens, it might inspire 

hundreds of thousands of people in this nation to finally turn and face the change 

that we cannot continue on this trajectory of a deeply, racially divided nation without 

the sword that has always already been there dropping down hard.  

 

This gospel proclamation is the best thing and the most dangerous thing in the world. 

It is the abiding word of a loving God who said blessed are the poor, blessed are 

those who mourn, blessed are the meek, blessed are those who seek justice, blessed 

are the merciful, blessed are the pure in heart, blessed are the peacemakers – God 

has got you, God is with you, God is for you. The world that Jesus sought to bring 
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forth is upside down where we don’t seek to rule but to serve, we don’t seek to brag 

but to be humble, we don’t seek to take but to give, we don’t seek to have power 

over, but to have power with. It’s a beautiful vision and it stands diametrically 

opposed to virtual endless stream of the world’s empires that have pretty much 

existed only to colonize land and people, extract resources and labor and indeed steal 

the very breath from God’s children.  

 

And it has got to change. Because so many people cannot breathe. 

 

Nothing can stay the same. No matter how much we might try to hang onto things. 

Sometimes things will stay somewhat the same for a long time, but eventually, things 

must change. The walled city of Rome stood for 507 years. But we’re not talking 

about that on Sunday mornings. Instead, we talk about the life and teachings of a 

Palestinian Jew born to unimportant people in an unimportant place. Because the 

real power lies not in what keeps the walls up, but in what breaks them down. 

 

I say all of this, Skyland friends, to say that what you all have done at your little 

church on the beautiful mountain is kind of radical. Churches split over the things 

that you all have been through. Sometimes people cannot handle the loss of a 

longtime pastor. There can be arguments, egos and anxieties that cannot be 



8 
 

overcome. Sometimes people cannot handle that things need to change and they 

leave, or they try to create factions within the congregation to get their way. But that 

isn’t what I see here. I see a community that has worked really hard to face change, 

to uncover the things that had been covered, to stick together through multiple 

processes and meetings and figure out how you were going to be a community of 

faith in a rapidly changing world. May the intention and prayerfulness with which 

you have navigated these past almost 2 years cause a ripple effect on the church’s 

wider community and all of their communities. The world into which we are headed 

needs to know how to turn and face the change. Let the change begin with us, and 

let the agent of that change, be the church, for a change. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


