
WORDS OF WELCOME  
 

CENTERING MOMENT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP​ From Leaves and Blossoms by Mary Oliver​  

One: If you're John Muir you want trees to  live among.  
Many: If you're Emily, a garden will do.  
One: Try to find the right place for yourself.  
Many:If you can't find it, at least dream of it. 
 

*OPENING HYMN ​ #28 For the Beauty of the Earth 
 

INVOCATION 
Loving God who created the world and everything in it, remind us that you created us in 
your image, that you created each of us to be ourselves, no more, no less.  Help us to let go 
of expectations that don’t fit.  Give us the courage to live the lives you call us to.  Guide us 
to live in harmony with all of your creation.  Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 
 

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES 
 

ANTHEM 
 

SCRIPTURE READING​ Acts 17:24-28 
​  

SERMON​ Co-Creation with God​ Rev. Melanie Weiner 
​  

*HYMN​ #586 Come to Tend God’s Garden​  
 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
 

* DOXOLOGY 

Praise God the source of breath and birth; Who formed us from the dust of earth;​
And made us one humanity; To love and set each other free. Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION​  

Creator God, We thank you for the beauty that surrounds us, for the food to 
eat and water to drink, for companions to join in the joy of being human.  
Receive these gifts and guide us as we use them to care for your creation. 
Amen. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Creator (Father, Mother, God,...) in Heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN​ #21 God Reigns o’er All the Earth 
 

*BENEDICTION  



 
 
 

Holy Communion 
 

At Skyland Church, all are welcome to participate in this sacred feast.  The responses in bold 
are for you to join in and say aloud.  Please hold your communion elements until all have 
received, and we will eat and drink together. 

 
Greeting 

God be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts; 
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to God! 
It is right to give God our thanks and praise! 
 

Invitation to the Table  
 
Sanctus 

Holy, Holy, Holy, God of humans and angels; 
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory;  
God most high. 
Blessed is the one who comes in God’s name.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
 

Words of Institution 
 
Sharing of the Meal 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We thank you, O God, for the abundant wonders that you bestow upon us.  We 
thank you for the sacrament we have shared in simple food and drink in which we 
experience your mystery.  We thank you for Jesus Christ, our brother, our teacher, 
our messiah, as we know him from the sacred scriptures and as we experience his 
presence in our hearts now and always.  Amen. 

 



Skyland Community Church, UCC 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Morning Worship with Open Communion 
September 6, 2026 

The Feast of Creation 

 

Skyland Church is an open and affirming congregation, which means  
You are welcome here! 

 

Many thanks to those who served in worship today. Copyrighted hymns are 
streamed under OneLicense A-736900. The Call to Worship is the first stanza of 
Mary Oliver’s poem “Leaves and Blossoms.” The doxology was written by Rev. 
Dr. Mary Luti and published in Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow: Doxologies for the 
Church. 
******************************************************************************** 

Senior Minister: Rev. Melanie Weiner 
 

Office: (408) 353-1310 
Email: revmelanieweiner@skylandchurch.com 
Church website: skylandchurch.com 
Church Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 245  
Los Gatos, CA 95031-0245  

Connect with Skyland Community Church 
 
Worship Service: Sunday 10:30 am 
Open Communion: 1st Sunday of each month 
See website or weekly email for Zoom links: 
www.skylandchurch.com 

mailto:revmelanieweiner@skylandchurch.com

